
inal seam, and bung; the horse power required for 
this work is about 18 actual, and a steel barrel of 
40 gallons capacity has been commenced and finished 
in j ust over one hour. Within the last few months 
two plants for barrel work, to turn out together some 
300 per week, have been erected. Another applica
tion of the system is the production of hardened and 
tempered sections for reaping machines, the work 
being done by a slightly different machine. Fig. 6 
shows a sample of pipe welding, and Fig. 7 a brazed 
joint. 

For ordinary machine repairs, castings, boiler plates, 
locomotive shop works, etc., the system is equally suit
able. The plant required for such operations is of a 
simple description; no accumulators are necessary, 
and where a lighting plant is installed of suitable out
put, the cost of accessories is not large. The porta
bility of the apparatus is a great advantage; any work 
can be carried on in situ, and the extensive range of 
work possible by one plant should lead to very con
siderable application, more particularly where the 
ordinary methods of welding are impracticable. 

••••• 

LICe In the Arctic Regions. 

At a recent meeting of the Royal Geographical 
Society, Mr. A. Trevor-Battye lectured upon "The 
Struggle for Life in the North Polar Region." 

Mr. Trevor-Battye said it struck all travelers in the 
Polar regions thb.t instead of the dreary and harren 
lands which they might expect to see they found on 
the contrary abundant and exuberant life-mammals, 
birds, and plants fiourishing in and apparently well 
content with the conditions of their existence. The 
fowler of our eastern coasts would recognize the sand
erling, the knot, the brent goose, the ducks, and the 
waders which he was accustomed to shoot from his 
punt and he would find flowers such as those he had left 
behind-the dandelion, the cuckoo plant, aod, f urther 
north, saxifrage. Much of the existence of the various 
forms of life was passed in sunlessness and extremely 
severe cold. An interesting question for naturalists 
was the consideration of this initial presence of organic 
life in those regions, and how it managed to survive. 
The question as to why the birds familiar to us in our 
temperate zone went north for the purpose of nesting 
was also one of great interest to naturalists. It seem· 
ed probable that the north was the original home of 
the progenitors of many of the species which annually 
migrate there, and that they retained the memory of 
their ancient birthpiace. Darkness and cold were, of 
course, the two obstacles to life in the Arctic regions, 
but they were evidently not so formidable as might 
appear. It must be remembered that there was only 
a limited period of absolute darkness, and the fact 
that so many species of plants flourished in high lati
tudes was proof that sufficient light reached them. 
As to mammals, it was well kuo�� that the polar bear 
did not hibernate; he was not a martyr to the" chilly 
coma" which a1Hicted the black and brown bear and 
the dormouse, but roved the land and sea all the 
winter. Professor Geikie had said that the Polar re
gion 'was the cradle for tree forms. The deciduous 
cypress, which is now found only in the United States 
and Mexico, fiourished in the Miocene period as high 
up as latitude 82. The spruce also was a tree of the 
far north before it made its appearance in Europe.
Daily Graphic. 

. .. ' .  

Electric WIres Killing 'rrees. 

.. In France," says Cosmos, "great care is taken in 
locating the wires that carry high tension electric cur
rents, whether used for light or power, but in America 
the thing is done more simply. No one bothers him
self about what is to be found at the side of the wire, 
and it passes among the branches of trees and across 
tbickets, unconscious of the damage that it may do. 
N ow in many towns it has been remarked that the 
trees crossed by the current dwindle and die. It has 
also been observed that the death of these trees in
variably follows the rainy season; the leaves, being 
then soaked with moh.ture, become good conductors, 
and lead the current down into the tree from the wire. 
The wires, to be sure, have been insulated, but the 
protective layer has been quickly destroyed by the 
friction of the branches and the line becomes bare, pro
d ucing thus results that it would have been well to 
avoid. And the electricity is the only thing thai can 
be accused of this. It suffices, to convince one's self, 
to compare the condition of the trees traversed by the 
wires with that of neighboring trees. It has often 
been noticed that in a stOrIll all the trees through 
which wires pass die in a few hours, while the sur
rounding ones are not touched. This is a very serious 
source of complaint, and causes some lawsuits." 

•. e .• 

W. I. Adams. 

W. Irving Adams, of the Scovill & Adams Company, 
of New York City, died at his late residence in Mont
clair, N. J., January 2. Mr. Adams was president of 
the company. He had been identified with photo· 
graphy for thirty-five years, and was a writer for pho
t06rraphic journals, as well as the inventor of several 
improvements and photographic appliances. 

J titutifit )lUtritlu. 
A SHOWER OR NEEDLE BATH. 

The convenient !oldable attachment to an ordinary 
bath tub shown in the illustration has be�n patented 
by· Warden R. Humphrey, of Wilmington, Del. It 
comlists of a casing open at the top and bottom, along 
the sides and ends of whicb is a perforated pipe arranged 
to be connected by a hose with one or both faucets of 
the bath tub. The sides of the box or casing are con
nected by hinges with the ends, and the latter are made 
in two parts, connected by hinges, to permit folding, 
as shown in the small figure. In the box are lugs to 
support the perforated pipe, and the bath tub is also 
preferably provided with lugs to support the box in 

HUMPHREY'S SHOWER OR NEEDLE BATH. 

proper position, when the bather, by raising and low· 
ering himself in the box, can readily expose all parts 
of his body to the jets of water. 

[FEBRUARY I, 18<)6. 

.&llnealln� Wire by Electricity. 

Stahl und Eisen describes a method of annealing 
wire by electricity, devised by Messrs. Lagrange & 
Hoho for the han d-drawn wire at the works of H. A. 
& W. Dresler, at Creuzthal, in Westphalia. The sys
tem adopted by Lagrange & Hoho of heating metals 
by the resistance to cOlJductivity offered by an envel
ope of hydrogen produced by electrolysis consists of 
an electrolyzing tank containing a weak solution of 
salt in water, with a surface covering of petroleum. A 
plate of lead near the bottom of the tank, connected 
with the positive pole, forms the cathode, w hile the 
hard wire is guided through the tank parallel to the 
cathode by two iusulated rollers immersed at about 
half the depth of the fi uid. As it passes downward it 
relieves the current from the negative pole by a rollel' 
contact, similar to that of an overhead electric rail
way, and sets up decomposition in water, with an ac
cum,ulation of hydrogen round it. This causes it to be
come red hot from increased resistance to the current; 
it is softened without beooming oxidized, as, on pass
ing the second roller, it is cooled by the upper part of 
the bath and protecting covE'rof petroleum on the top . 
The tension of current is about 200 volts, and the 
operations of pickling and mashing are not necessary. 

. ' ... 

Antarctic Expeditions. 

The extension of the w hale and seal fishing industry 
seems to be an acknowledged fact. A syndirate has 
been formed in London for the purpose of sending out 
an expedition to the Antarctic with a view to carrying 
on whale and seal fishing, says the London TImes. 
We are informed that all the capital neeesll&ry ror the 
purpose has been obtained. It is proposed to send out 
two whaling steam vessels of 300 or 400 toO!!, and also 
one or more smaller steamboats. Mr. Borchllrevink, 
who last year accompanied the Antarctic to Victoria 

.. , • I • Land, is to have charge of a small scientific expedition 
AN �FFICIENT NEEDLE THREADING DEVIC�. I which will be taken out in the ships. Mr. Borchgre-� deVICe ad��ted for attachment to an ordmary vink has reason to hope that he will obtain the com

thImble, to !aclhtate the .easy threadm� of the needle paratively small sum necessary-£5.000. He would 
:-vithout trymg the eye�, IS represented 1D the e�grav- take with him eight or ten men qualified to carry on 
mg, and forms the subJect of a patent �ece�t1y Issued the work of scientific exploration and observation. 
to T. A: Somdal, Mansfi�ld, Ill. T.he�evICe IS attached The idea is that this party should be landed on Cape 
to a thImble, ab shown m the ma m VIew, by a thread- Adare or on Coulman Island still further south. From 
�d stem in i�s lower end en�aging a s�all perforati�n either point., Mr. Borchgrevink with two or three com
m the �nd of the thin� ble, �I�. 2 showmg the needle .m panions would make their way inland to the South 
pl.ace m the holder m poslh�n to be threaded, whlle Magnetic Pole. The headquarters of the scientific 
FIg. 3 shows the thre�d.car�y.lDg hook passed through party would be Cape Adare, and here they would be 
the eye, of the needle m po�sltlOn to �ngage the thre�d. left by the whaling ships, which would return for 
The lower eIJd of the needle holder IS slotted to receIve them in the following year. The expedition would 
a slide, on 'whose upper face is a groove adapted to leave England about August of next year. 
form a seat for and to center the head of a needle in- If other syndicates that are talked of are successful, 
serted in the holder, there being on the outer end of this will probably not be the only expedition to the 
the slide a thumbpiece. In an enlarged portion of the south next year. We hear of an attempt to for� a 
slide is also held, by means of a thumbscrew, a thread- company in Leith, another expedition being arranged 
carrying hook, arranged to be passed back and forth for in Hamburg, and still another in Norway. Then 
through the eye of the needle when the slide is recip- there is the American expedition in two tiny sailing 
rocated, the slide being normally held in withdrawn sbips, the leader of which, it is stated, hope;;;;o bl'ing 
position by a spring. In tbe front side of the slide-re- home specimens of the strange people believed to in
ceiving opening of the holder IS a transverse slot, form- habit a land whose climate has been caiumniated. 
ing hooks at o pposite sides of the passage to receive Still more hopeful is a project for a purely scientific 

3 
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SOMDAL'S NEEDLE THREADER. 

and retain the thread with which the needle is to be 
threaded. When the needle is inserted in the holder, 
the groove in the slide turns the needle into proper 
position to permit the hook to pass through its eye as 
the slide is pushed inward, the withdrawal of the slide 
by the tension of the spring drawing also the thread 
engaged by the hook through the eye of the needle. 

••••• 

Royal SocIety Medals, 1895. 
The Copley medal of the Royal Society for 1895 

has been awarded to Prof. Karl Weierstrass, For. 
Mem. R. S., for his in vestigations in pure mathematics; 
a Royal medal to Prof. James Alfred Ewing, F.R.S. , 
for his investigations on magnetic induction i n  iron 
and other metals: a Roy al medal to Dr. John Murray, 
for his services to biological science and oceanography 
in connection with t.he Challenger reports, and for his 
original contributions to the same; and the Davy 
medal to Prof. William Ramsay, F.R.S., for his share 
in the discovery of argon, and for his discoveries re
�ardiD" �lI.ieoUIi eODlItituentli of terteatrial minerals. 
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expedition which is being arranged by a well-known 
gentleman ill the North of Engiand interested in 
natural history. 

••••• 

(Jonnteractln� Vibration. or Instruments. 

A suspension for phYSical instruments free from the 
vibrations of the laboratory would be an inestima ble 
boon to phY8icists, especially in crowded cities. At 
Leyden University, Professor Einthoven mounted his 
delicate capillary electrometer on an iron plate fioat
ing on me�cury. This device was exceedingly success
ful, although somewhat cumberl:!ome and bulky, and 
he was thul:! enabled to take a photographic record of 
the instrument magnified 800 times. Sir G. B. Airy 
was in the habit of placing his artificial horizon upon 
a table suspended by caoutchouc bands a.ttached to 
another table similarly suspended, the arrangement 
being repeated three times. This, however. was even 
more cumbersome. Now Herr W. H. Julius, in Wiede
mann's Annalen, describes �. contrivance which is both 
simple and effective. It consists of a small circular 
table suspended by three v�rtical wires about 6 or 8 
feet long, the ends of uhich form the points of an 
equilateral triangle. A movable weight is attached 
to a rod projecting downward from the center of the 
table. It can be clamped in any position, so as to 
bring the center of gravity of' the tabie and the in
strument into the plane of the ta,ble itself. Any Jat
eral displacement of the upper ends of the wir� will 
Iltart waves down the wires, which will al'l'ive at the 
table simultaneou!;ly, but will only affect it percepti
bly when tbe period of the disturbance coincides with 
the period of oscillation of the table about the point 
of suspension. Even then the axis of the table is 
al ways strictly vertical. To clamp the oscillations 
peculiar to the suspension the author attached little 
vanes, dipping into oil or water, to the table. With 
a rough preliminary apparatus constructed in this 
manner, the author succeeded in reducing the vibra
tions to one tenth of their original amplitude.
Nature. 
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